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AEATIO TYNOY

E.Z.A.peA.: ‘EkkAnon OHE va TrpooTaTteuToUV Ta ATOMO HE avaTThpia
amo Tnv mavdnuia

‘EkkAnon oTig kuBepvroeig «va Béoouv Ta ATola e avaTnpia oTo ETTIKEVTPO TNG AVTIMETWITIONG TOU
KOPOVOioU kal Twv TTpoaTraBeiwv avakapyng, va diaBouAelovTal kal va guvepyddovral padi Tougy,
ateuBivel o yevikog ypapuatéag Tou OHE, Avtovio lMkoutiépeg. MapdAAnAa, utoypapuilel Tnv avaykn
S1009AAIoNg TwWv BIKAIWPATWY TOUG Kal £yyUNoNG Twv icwv dIKAIWHPATWY TOUG, TIPOKEINEVOU VO EXOUV
TTPOCRACN OTNV UYEIOVOUIK @povTida Kal OTIC OWTAPIES TTOPEUPACEIC  Katd Tn OIAPKEIA TNg
TTavonuiag.

O vevikog ypauuaréag Tou OHE dnAwver 61, étav diao@aAi(ouue Ta OIKQIWMATO TWV OTOHWY g
avarnpia, £mevoUoupe aTo KOIVO Pag PEAAOV. Avapepduevog OTIC ETITITWOEIS TOU KOPOVOoioU aTa ATopa
HE avamnpia, ETIoNUaivel TTwg ofjuepa n avonuia TAATTEI TO 1 SI0EKATOUUUPIO ATOMA [E avaTTNPia o€
6Ao Tov TTAaVATN: «AKOUA Kal UTTO KAVOVIKEG OUVBAKES, T ATOMO e avaTtnpia evOEXETAI va éxouv
MIKPATEPN TTPOCRACT O€ EUKAIPiES EKTTAIDEUTNG, UYEIOVOUIKAS GPOVTIdAG, £100ONANATOC 1 GUUUETOXAS
OTNV KoIVWVio» avagépel Kal OnUEIVEl OTI N TTavOnuia evieivel autég TIC avicoTnTEG Kal dnuIoupyei
véeg amelhéc. MaAioTa Ta atoua We avarmnpia gival autd Tou £XOUV TIEPICOOTEPO TTANYEI avaQopIka Kal
HE TOUG BavaToug.

To emionpo deAtio TUmou Tou OHE oTa ayyAikd:

Even under normal circumstances, people with disabilities are less likely to access education,
healthcare and income opportunities, or to participate in their communities, according to Mr. Guterres.

They are also more likely to live in poverty, and to suffer higher rates of violence, neglect and abuse.
“The pandemic is intensifying these inequalities -- and producing new threats,” he revealed.

Mr. Guterres said people with disabilities are among the hardest hit. They face a lack of accessible
public health information and significant barriers to implement basic hygiene measures, as well as
inaccessible health facilities.

“If they contract COVID-19, many are more likely to develop severe health conditions, which may result
in death”, he added.

‘Astonishing’ care home death rates

“The share of COVID-19 related deaths in care homes - where older people with disabilities are
overrepresented - ranges from 19 per cent to an astonishing 72 per cent”.

Additionally, in some countries, healthcare rationing decisions are based on discriminatory criteria, such
as age or assumptions about quality or value of life, based on disability: something which must not be
allowed to continue.
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“We must guarantee the equal rights of people with disabilities to access healthcare and lifesaving
procedures during the pandemic”, he said.

Greater risk of job loss and domestic violence
The COVID-19 pandemic is hitting people with disabilities in other ways.

Mr. Guterres said those who faced employment exclusion before the crisis are now more likely to lose
their jobs. They also will experience greater difficulties in returning to work.

Yet, less than 30 per cent of people with significant disabilities have access to benefits. In low-income
countries, the number is only one per cent.

Meanwhile, people with disabilities - particularly, women and girls - face a greater risk of domestic
violence, which has surged during the pandemic.

Secure rights, promote inclusion

The UN chief urged governments to place people with disabilities at the centre of COVID-19 response
and recovery efforts, and to consult and engage with them.

This sector of the population also has valuable experience to offer regarding thriving in situations of
isolation and alternate working arrangements.

“When we secure the rights of people with disabilities, we are investing in our common future”, the UN
chief said.

Mr. Guterres underlined the importance of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) in creating more
inclusive and accessible societies.

The Secretary-General added that the UN is doing its part through the United Nations Disability
Inclusion Strategy which he launched last year.

Through the Strategy, the UN system will mainstream disability inclusion across its work, with the aim of
achieving transformative and lasting change.

Relatedly, the UN human rights office last week issued a guidance note setting out key actions
Governments and stakeholders can take to support people with disabilities during the pandemic.

It also details promising practices already implemented by some countries, such as moving some
people with disabilities out of institutional settings to be at home with their families.

MnyA: https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/05/1063242
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